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First, I would like to thank both our PTO and our administration for making this opportunity 
available to us.  I appreciate the ability to observe and witness the work that my 
colleagues engage in every day.  I had the opportunity to observe three different 
classes.  It is my first year at AHS and I chose to observe my colleagues in the social 
studies department.  I was able to observe a government, economics, and AP American 
history class.  It really was an informing, engaging, and interesting morning.  I am so 
honored to work with the people around me and watching them in action is such a gift

I spent first period in government with Mr. Guy.  The period went by quickly and was filled with 
information, engagement, and activity.  The highlight of this class was watching the students create their 
own democracy and iron out the details of what that means. There was direct, lively instruction which 
reviewed work done yesterday and summarized important content points for students.  It was 
interactive.  Students gave most of the information from their research and Mr. Guy would add important 
details.  It was followed by an activity for small groups.  They were creating governments for their groups. 
Expectations were clear and student conversations were lively as they tried to agree on a structure for 
their groups.  Groups shared out their results.  Then a large group activity to create a classroom 
democracy followed.  They were continuing the activity from yesterday.  Students conducted this entire 
activity. The engagement I saw during this observation was amazing.  A first period class having an 
excited discussion, voting on the details of their democracy, and deciding how to put it all together.  It was 
well guided by Mr. Guy, who gives students a strong voice in their learning.  My take away from this 
observation was to give even more control of learning to the students.  I feel like I do this, but Mr. Guy 
does it so well that I will be striving to be better at this. 

Second period was spent in Mrs. Paloma’s economics class.  This lesson was well organized and 
thoughtful.  It included assessment, review, and an introduction to main content ideas of 
economics.  Assessment was part of this class.  They had a brief quiz.  I wanted to see how other 
teachers work quizzes, tests and other assessments into their daily lessons.  Mrs. Paloma’s class was so 
smoothly run.  It flowed from a brief study time into the quiz and was followed by the opportunity to see 
the content in a different modality. Students were engaged and the classroom was very welcoming.  The 
content was explained with clarity and students were knowledgeable about the content even though the 
content was fairly new. Reinforcement of content was valuable and students responded exhibiting what 
they had learned. I also had the opportunity to see some of Mrs. Paloma’s upcoming 
activities/lessons.  As I observed this period, I was privileged to see Mrs. Paloma’s engagement with her 
students and the positive impact that relationship has on student learning. 

Third period, I observed an AP American History class.  The rigor in the class is high and the engagement 
was equally high.  The direct instruction was really a conversation between Mr. King and his 
students.  Direct instruction and content information are shared between student and teacher.  The 
delivery of all classroom activities looked so easy!  This class also had a brief assessment during the 
period.  It was followed by activities and some content information that was well displayed and 
thorough.  Mr. King had a great graphic map that was a time-lapse of immigration to North America from 
all other nations.  The visual interpretation was engaging and complimented the graphs that students 
worked with during the class. The pacing of this class is rigorous but relaxed and students worked in 
groups, individually, and in the large class group.  Mr. King moved from group to group discussing content 
and re-enforcing content.  His rapport with students and knowledge of his content were wonderful to 
witness. The transitions in activities was also very smooth and well planned.  Students moved with ease 
from one part to the next. 

The work I was able to observe today, both teacher and students, was very valuable to me.  It is such a 
gift to see others teach.  I am so thrilled to be a part of an amazing social studies department. The 
wisdom, experience, and diversity is apparent.  I knew this of course from working with my colleagues, 
but seeing them in action is humbling.  The hard work and effort is apparent in each class I visited 
today.  Thank you again for the opportunity to witness the great work happening here at AHS. 


