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Dear Parents of Graduating Seniors,



It has become a tradition at Arcadia High School that graduating 
seniors participate in Project Graduation.  This event has been planned to provide a safe, all-night, alcohol-and drug-free experience for all 2012 graduates. This year’s event promises to be an exciting experience, which will take place following the May 23rd, 2012 graduation ceremony.  

Immediately after graduation, students will have time to visit with families, take pictures, etc. and return back to the school for check-in at 11:00 pm – 11:30 pm in the gym. All graduates will need to arrive by 11:30 pm in order to participate. There will be a DJ, a group photo, yearbook signing, photos, raffles, snacks, etc. while check-in takes place and we wait for the buses to arrive.  The supervised buses will leave AHS by 1:30 am and drive to Magic Mountain (approximately 6 hours).  Upon arrival, there will be a complete breakfast at a picnic area outside the park and we will have games, activities and prize drawings at that time. They will attend the park from opening at 10:30 am to closing at 6:00 pm. They will have dinner and then head back to AHS for arrival early Friday morning, around 1 am.  Anyone who can't attend the full event can still participate in the group photo and activities in the gym during check-in, prior to boarding the bus, for a reduced fee.

The actual cost to provide this memorable night of fun is approximately $140 per student.  The Project Graduation committee’s goal is for 100% of graduating seniors to attend, so the committee has decided to start the amount at $110 for early registration in February and increase each month by $15 in order to give everyone the opportunity to register and pay early for the most affordable cost.  Credit cards will be accepted and a $10 cash discount will be given for cash or checks, which means that for the month of February, you can register for as little as $100, which will be the lowest amount possible.  We encourage you to register and pay early in order to get the best deal.  The absolute deadline for registration is May 2nd as that is the date that we have to commit to the number of charter buses that we will be renting. Payments can either be mailed to the Arcadia High School office or deposited in the “Project Graduation Box” at the front desk of the school office.

The Project Graduation Committee hopes that those who can will give an additional donation to defray costs.  This can be provided as a full or partial scholarship to sponsor a student who cannot afford the full payment but would like to attend.  Please indicate your intention to provide such a scholarship on the enclosed form.  Also, watch for e-blasts and check the Project Grad website for important information and developments.  We hope that with everyone’s help and generosity, we can provide the best Project Graduation ever!

Sincerely, 


Lezlie Richardson & Laura Sells
Project Grad Co-Chairs
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Don’t miss out on the best graduation Party in town!


11:00 pm -  Celebration Party @ Arcadia High School -   May 23
  1:30 am -  Load buses for Magic Mountain, Valencia, CA  -  May 24
  8:30 am -  Breakfast & activities at Magic Mountain picnic area
10:30 am -  Enter Six Flags Magic Mountain
  6:00 pm -  Load buses to return to Phoenix
  1:00 am -  Return to Arcadia Parking Lot - May 25 



Fill out, sign and return this required registration form no later than May 2.  
This form must be on file for your senior to attend.

Name of Graduate_____________________________________(Circle: Male  Female)

Address_____________________________________City____________Zip________

Home Phone_____________________  Parent Cell Phone_______________________
 
Email___________________________ Student Cell Phone______________________ 

Registration: 	$110________ IF RECEIVED BY MARCH 9 ($10 cash or check discount)
		
		$125________IF RECEIVED BY APRIL 12

$140________IF PAID BY MAY 2 –Must be registered by May 2

After Party Only:  $30_______     Requesting Fee Discount or Waiver  ____________

Donation Option: Help scholarship a student who can’t afford registration  $__________

Total Enclosed $ __________ Make checks payable to Arcadia Project Graduation OR

Name on Credit Card_____________________________ Exp Date ____________

Credit Card #_______________________Signature__________________________
Is billing address the same as above address (Circle: Yes or No)

Bus assignments will be done on a first come, first served basis so please register early! All students attending Project Grad must arrive and depart on the bus. Each graduate can request up to three students that they would like to ride with:

1st Choice __________________________   2nd Choice _________________________
3rd Choice ________________________

***  For questions, please contact Mary Pat Butler  rr.butler@cox.net  ***


LIABILITY AGREEMENT

As partial consideration for the right to participate in Project Graduation 2012 ____________________________________(the “Graduate”) of Arcadia High School hereby agrees as follows:

1. The Graduate will adhere to all applicable policies, regulations and guidelines, and all applicable local, state and federal laws, ordinances and regulations during the event.

2. The Graduate shall indemnify and hold harmless, Arcadia PTO, its officers, event chairs and volunteers from any and all liabilities, claims, demands, damages, losses, costs (including attorney’s fees), actions and causes of action of every kind and description arising out of or in connection with the Project Graduation event.

3. The Arcadia Parent Teacher Organization shall have no liability to the Graduate or any other entity or person for any loss, theft or damage to Graduate’s property, personal injury, delay, annoyance, inability to hold the event as planned, or other casualty arising out of or in connection with Project Graduation. The Graduate, for himself/herself and his/her successors, executors, administrators and assigns, hereby waives, releases and forever discharges the Arcadia Parent Teacher Organization and all its officers, event chairs and volunteers from any and all liabilities, claims, demands, losses, expenses, actions and causes of action arising out of or in connection with the Project Graduation event, including but not limited to, any liability, claim demand, expense, action or cause of action which arises from bodily injury, property damage or theft, as such liabilities, claims, damages, losses and causes of action which arises from or are in connection with Project Graduation


IN WITNESS WHEREOF the party signing below on behalf of the Graduate represents that he or she is an authorized representative of the Graduate with the authority to bind the Graduate in the manner set forth herein.

________________________________	      __________________________________
Signature of Graduate				       Parent Signature

________________________________	      __________________________________
Date							       Date
			
**Registration and Code of Conduct forms can either be mailed to Project Graduation, Arcadia High School, 4703 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018 or deposited in the “Project Graduation Box” in the Arcadia office. 

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:sells:Desktop:Screen shot 2012-02-08 at 10.30.22 PM.png]Code of Conduct and 
Parent Permission
Project Graduation 2012





Graduate Name _______________________________ ID # ________________


EXPECTATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS: I understand that the student is expected and the student has been instructed by me:
a. To follow instructions given by the Trip Supervisor(s).
b. Not to leave or separate from the group without appropriate authorization from the Trip Supervisor(s).
c. To follow all school rules and park policies and obey all laws and ordinances during the trip.
d. To conform to usual and customary standards of good citizenship, good decorum, and common courtesy. 
e. Not to bring weapons of any kind including pocket knives.  You will be searched upon entrance into Magic Mountain.
f. To remain drug and alcohol free – All backpacks, purses and bags will be checked prior to admission on the bus and upon entrance into Magic Mountain. NO LIQUIDS WILL BE ALLOWED.  Drinks and snacks will be provided on the bus.

In the event that any of the above expectations or instructions are violated, the student’s participation may be immediately terminated or it may result in an immediate loss of freedom.

PERTINENT MEDICAL INFORMATION: Please advise of any medical condition we may need to be aware of, i.e. allergies, medications, etc. ________________


CONSENT FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT: if any emergency procedures or treatment are required during the trip, I consent to the Trip Supervisor(s) taking, arranging for, and consenting to the procedures or treatment in the supervisor’s discretion.

_____________________________	        ____________________________
Signature of Graduate			         Parent Signature

_____________________________             _____________________________
Date						         Date
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Engage, Educate and Empower Every Student, Every Day



February 15, 2012

Dear Parents of Graduating Seniors,

This letter is to ensure that you have all of the information you need to enjoy your student’s graduation from Arcadia High School 2012.  It includes data regarding the Commencement Ceremony, details to be addressed prior to graduation, expectations surrounding the event, and information about Project Graduation.  The seniors will receive additional information regarding graduation and further details about Project Graduation at a later date. Keep in mind there is no special meeting for parents; however, we will be meeting with your son or daughter in English classes in the near future.  If you have concerns as graduation approaches, please call Janet McFarlin (480-484-6321), Educational Services Assistant or Mr. Dale Link (480-484-6303), Assistant Principal.

The Commencement Ceremony for the Class of 2012 will be Wednesday, May 23, at 8:00 P.M., on the Arcadia High School football stadium.  Students will be issued four tickets (two rain and two general admission) free of charge.  Each additional ticket will cost $8.00 and can be purchased at the bookstore.  Be sure to safeguard the “rain tickets”.  In case of rain, the event will be moved to the auditorium and only the two people with rain tickets will be admitted.  Our stadium may not have enough seats to accommodate all families so we need to employ an equitable protocol for students and families to obtain tickets based on a fair distribution process.  Commencement tickets will be available for sale starting May 17, 2012 and students will be able to purchase an additional 4 tickets each day until the bookstore sells all tickets.  We feel that this is the best way to ensure that all students have an equal opportunity for purchasing additional tickets.  Prior to purchasing tickets, students need to clear all past-due bookstore and library obligations. In order to accommodate our guests who require special handicap seating, please contact Janet McFarlin directly to arrange for our specially assigned seating area. In past years, we have been able to accommodate all ticket requests and will strive to continue this goal. 

Students will meet in assigned rooms at 7:00pm where they will receive their instructions while they put on their caps and gowns. They should report to the rooms on time and be dressed appropriately. We are asking that students dress appropriately for the Commencement Ceremony.  Acceptable attire is as follows:
	Boys-shirt, pants, shoes and socks (tie if desired)
	Girls-dress, skirt and blouse or dress pants
Students will not be allowed to alter their caps or gowns in any manner (this includes writing on their caps).   Students will not be allowed to bring any items to the field during the Commencement Ceremony.  Any items brought to the field will be confiscated.  All school policies are in effect that evening and all students will be reminded to conduct themselves in a dignified manner. Students disrupting or distracting from the ceremony will be removed.  

Parking on graduation night brings an increased traffic flow to our parking lots. Therefore, we suggest that you give yourself and your family plenty of time before the ceremony to arrive, park and obtain your seats before the start of the ceremony (gates open at 6:30pm). Since parking is limited at Arcadia and graduating students will not be able to park their cars overnight per SUSD policy, carpooling is strongly suggested. 

Guests should be seated in the stands prior to the processional, which will begin promptly at 8:00pm. Guests are reminded that Commencement Ceremony is a solemn event and that they should conduct themselves accordingly. It is embarrassing for students and school officials when it becomes necessary to address the behavior of people in the audience. We want everyone to enjoy this special evening.  

Due to the disruptive nature of these items to others in the audience, the following items will not be permitted into the stadium for the Commencement Ceremony:
Signs, horns, balloons, audio enhancing devices (e.g. megaphones) or any other devices  
*Security or police will confiscate any items found.

Guests will not be allowed on the field during the Ceremony.  Please do not leave your seat until ALL the graduates have been recognized.  Movement in the audience during the Ceremony can be extremely disruptive to others.  Following the Ceremony, wait a few minutes before joining your graduate to allow students to make contact with their assigned teachers and receive their diplomas. Please do not allow anyone in your group to jump over the barrier onto the field.  Graduates, their families, and friends will have plenty of time to take pictures and celebrate on the field prior to leaving for Project Graduation. 

We have arranged for a professional photographer to take an individual picture of each graduate. Your students will receive information about picture orders during administration visits to their English classes and on the night of graduation.  If the information is misplaced or lost, please contact Janet McFarlin in the Educational Services Office at Arcadia High School at 480-484-6321.  

There are a few details that must be completed prior to graduation. Most importantly, each student must ensure that the necessary credits have been completed to satisfy the requirements for graduation. With final exams scheduled the day before graduation, grades could become very important to some students. Teachers will work hard to make sure grades are posted in a timely manner. Encourage your student to prepare for final exams.  All requirements and financial obligations (e.g. grades, credits, test compliances, fees, textbooks, and library books) must be completed before the Ceremony in order to participate. Students will be able to pick up their caps and gowns beginning May 17, 2012.  Each gown needs to be ironed or steamed, and it is recommended that they be brought to school on hangers the night of graduation.

It has become a tradition at Arcadia that graduating seniors participate in Project Graduation. A great number of parents have been working all year to make this a safe, entertaining and memorable event for our students. We understand that this will be the last opportunity for students to be together at Arcadia and we want it to be a special experience. Since students must ride a bus to Project Graduation, they may want to change clothes after the Commencement Ceremony. You can help by bringing a change of clothes for your graduate and picking up their cap and gown. All other information about Project Graduation is included in this packet. Please be sure to read it carefully so that all details are taken care of to ensure a terrific event for the graduates. 

Graduation is a special time in everyone’s life, and we know how excited these seniors are about their time in the spotlight. You can be a big help to your seniors by making sure they are prepared to enjoy the occasion. Over the years, Arcadia Commencement Ceremonies have been outstanding, and we expect this one to rank among the very best.

We look forward to an enjoyable evening and a memorable graduation. Thank you in advance for your support.

Sincerely,



Dr. Anne-Marie Woolsey
Proud Principal of Arcadia High School


Project Grad Kick Off
PICNIC

The annual tradition that you won’t want to miss!

Friday, May 11, 2012
 11:30 – 1:00 pm
 R&G Ranch
 (Directly east of the school – No Parking available.)

Students will be escorted over from Arcadia, attendance taken, and the fun begins. Students must return to Arcadia after Picnic for dismissal

Free Event ~ All Seniors Are Invited! 
Free Lunch, Drinks and Dessert
Live Music with Power 98.3
Slip N Slides – Frisbee - Basketball - Baseball 
Lots of Water Fun 
Plenty of Chill Space

Wear cool comfortable cloths and bring a towel ... 
you’re going to get wet!

Parent Volunteers Needed! 
Call Jan Bollinger @ 602-330-236


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:sells:Desktop:Screen shot 2012-02-08 at 10.30.22 PM.png]

MEMORY LANE POSTER 2012

Memory Lane is a display of 11 x 17 posters for Arcadia Seniors to view during the initial event at the Project Graduation Night Party which will be held at the high school the evening of graduation. It’s time to start collecting favorite pictures of your senior with family and friends. There will be a Memory Lane collection box in the Arcadia HS office and another at the home of Juliet Straker (5932 E Calle Tuberia) from May 8 to May 22.  Our goal is to have every Arcadia senior represented at Memory Lane. Posters can be as simple as a picture with a hand-written note, or a collage of a lifetime of memories. Remember that this is a surprise from you to your senior, so be creative!

Please follow these instructions:
1. Please use the attached poster as we want these to be uniform in size.
1. Assemble photocopied pictures and messages on the paper. You do not have to be an artist to put together treasured memories for your senior. Scrapbook items and stickers also work well.
1. You can include the student’s name anywhere on the front of the poster, but you must write the student’s full name on the back upper right corner of the poster. 
1. We strongly encourage you to have your finished poster laminated. Staples and OfficeMax can do this for under $2.50 per poster protecting this keepsake forever. 
1. The final deadline is May 22. Start early as this deadline will sneak up on you
1. Graduates take their posters home with them at the end of the party or they can be picked up at the Arcadia office the following week. Please note, they will only be held for one week in the office.
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Any questions?? Please contact Juliet Straker
602-549-7188 or E-mail: jstraker@cox.net
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A 
A special Senior Class Collection Video will be produced and provided to every senior that attends Project Grad.  Our goal is to have every Arcadia Senior represented in the SENIOR CLASS video but we need your help.  We are requesting student photographs of AHS events from freshman through senior year.  There will be a Senior Video collection box in the Arcadia Office until April 30th.



Please follow these instructions:
· Gather photos of your senior and their friends from their years at Arcadia.
· Burn photos onto a CD disc if at all possible.
· Place your CD disc/photos in a zip lock bag.
· Write your students full name on the CD disc or the back of your pictures, if you would like the photos returned.
· Drop off your photo disc or pictures at the front office, and place in the SENIOR VIDEO BOX.
· Make sure all pictures are received no later than April 30th.   We need time to compile all the photos to create a video your student will treasure.  

So start NOW and get your photos in before the deadline!

	            Please Include:
		Sporting events		Float parties
		School activities		Dances
		Band				School plays and other performances
		Club events			 
 

All seniors attending Project Grad will receive a
complimentary copy of the video.


For more information please contact:
Lezlie Richardson 480-544-9444 or Laura Sells 602-818-7464



Project Graduation
BOXER BINGO
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It is time to begin collecting boxer shorts for prizes for our Boxer Bingo Game.  The Graduates have loved this game in years past and we need your help to make this tradition a big hit again this year!

While you and your senior are visiting colleges or you are out shopping, please begin purchasing FUN, COLORFUL, COLLEGIATE, SPORTS THEMED, HOLIDAY, all sizes, unisex boxer shorts! Be creative … stripes, polka dots, animal prints, athletic teams, plaid, floral, etc.

You may drop off the shorts in the Boxer Bingo box in the front office at AHS. Thank you for your donations and for making Project Grad a fantastic experience for seniors!

Questions? Contact Julie Lewis - jclewis12@cox.net or
Regina Meyers - regina@cfmlaw.com





				
GIFTS AND PRIZES

Project Graduation is responsible for hosting the annual All-Night Graduation Party, which has been a successful event since 1991, ensuring a safe, alcohol- and drug-free chaperoned environment for our seniors to celebrate their graduation.  This year’s event promises to be another fabulous party.  Many prizes are given away during the evening as well as in the weeks preceding graduation as incentives for registering early and attending the celebration.
Project Graduation Committee members are busy securing prizes and gifts to be awarded during the course of the graduation festivities but we need your help.  This year we decided to focus primarily on gift cards and gift certificates.  Please consider picking up a gift card when you’re in the check-out line or asking your favorite restaurant or store manager for a gift certificate.  Students will be able to use gift cards to purchase the things they may want and need for their future endeavors.  Remember, no prize is too small—the smaller items may be grouped together or given away as Trivia Contest prizes.
We would love your help in acquiring prizes for this fun event.  Just a few of the many possibilities include:
	
Best Buy				Target/Wal-Mart
	Staples/Office Max			Westcor Gift Cards
	Sports Authority/Big Five		VISA/AMEX Gift Cards
	Bed, Bath & Beyond		Department Stores/clothing retailers
Restaurants	Fast food like Chipotle, In & Out, Raising Canes
	Starbucks				Movie Tickets

Cash donations are welcomed to help with the purchase of larger ticket items like ipads, bikes, etc.  Donated items may be dropped off in the Project Graduation Box at the Arcadia office, or feel free to contact us directly with questions or donations:						[image: Macintosh HD:Users:sells:Desktop:Screen shot 2012-02-08 at 10.30.22 PM.png]Lezlie Richardson @ llrichardson@cox.net or
Laura Sells @ sellshouse@cox.net 

Thank you in advance for helping to make this year’s Project Graduation a fun and safe event!












Project Graduation Fact Sheet
**This event is organized exclusively by Arcadia PTO and is not sponsored by Arcadia High School or SUSD***


Purpose: To provide a safe all-night drug and alcohol free party for all graduating seniors of Arcadia’s Class of 2012.

Date & Time: Wednesday, May 23, 2012 – 11pm-1:30 am Party at Arcadia 
     May 24 – 1:30am Board buses for Valencia, CA
- Spend entire day at Magic Mountain -
[bookmark: _GoBack]     May 25 – 1:00am Return to Arcadia parking lot

Location: Arcadia High School and Six Flags Magic Mountain, Valencia, CA

Transportation: All graduates MUST ride the designated charter buses provided         by Project Graduation to Magic Mountain and for the return trip to the school.

Activities: Dancing, photographs, games and prizes at Arcadia High School. At Magic Mountain you can expect thrilling rides, challenging games, scavenger hunt in the park, time with friends and gifts and prizes galore!!

Food: Snacks and drinks will be provided on the bus to and from Magic Mountain. A full breakfast will be served prior to entering the park and dinner will be provided after students leave Magic Mountain. Students will be responsible for their own food during the day in the park.

Dress: Casual, comfortable clothes and shoes. You might consider bringing a light jacket or sweater.

Registration: $110 per student until March 9, $125 until April 12, $140 until May 2

Volunteers: Parent and faculty volunteers plan and chaperone the event. 

If you’re interested in volunteering please contact
Gena Stoll at 602-840-9555 or genas@cox.net
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:sells:Desktop:Screen shot 2012-02-08 at 10.30.22 PM.png]DO NOT BRING: Drugs, alcohol or liquids of any kind. Weapons of any kind (including pocket knives) will not be allowed.  Bags will be checked prior to leaving the Arcadia parking lot.
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Check List Reminder
(Post so you’re Senior won’t miss out)




_____  Cap, gown and announcements ordered.   If not already 
	   ordered you must late order them NOW!  Call Balfour at
	   480-990-0141.

_____  Mail in Project Grad Registration and Code of Conduct form
along with the registration fee by March 9th  for the best value, 
but no later than May 2nd.
	                
_____  Senior Video photos/discs submitted by April 30th to the
	   Arcadia office.  See enclosed information sheet. 

IMPORTANT
No Class Pranks are Acceptable

It is our desire that every graduate enjoy this most exciting time.  Unfortunately, quite often pranks result in vandalism.  Any act that damages, destroys, or significantly alters any school property is considered “vandalism” regardless of the intent.  The consequences for such an act may include, but are not limited to, suspension or possible expulsion, monetary retribution, and police involvement.  No class pranks are acceptable.

Obviously, these are devastating consequences for any student and will jeopardize their privilege to walk with the rest of the class on graduation night.  We are asking for the help of the students and parents to make every effort to avoid pranks altogether.  It is our hope that every student participates safely and wisely in one of the most memorable evenings of his or her life.

This is a drug and alcohol free event.  No liquids will be allowed in the building or on the bus. No weapons of any kind are acceptable. All purses, bags and backpacks will be searched prior to participation.
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